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The proposal for the Clore Gallery is an L-shaped
building on two floors. The gallery wing of the new
building is set back from the Tate Gallery frontage
to connect with the existing building at a point
‘behind its pavilioned corner. The shorter wing
returns towards Millbank on the line of the existing
Lodge (No. 44A Bulinga Street). The setting back of
the new building combined with the matching of its
parapet to the lower parapet level of the existing
gallery allows the pavilioned corner, with its higher
parapet, to retain its architectural significance and
leaves the symmetry of the Tate frontage
undisturbed. The retention of the Lodge to the
north and its relationship to the Royal Army Medical
College building to the south maintains the
symmetrical balance of the Tate Gallery about its
entrance portico.

The Clore Gallery will have its own distinct
identity and will be clearly seen, particularly as
viewed from Millbank across the extended Tate
Gallery garden. The existing plane trees are to be
left undisturbed and new lawns laid across Bulinga
Street to the Lodge. Approach to the new building
would be along garden footpaths to a 1/2 m
sunken terrace where sculpture and art works
could stand. This terrace relates the Tate pavilion to
the entrance of the Clore Gallery and acts as a
gathering place for visitors before and after leaving
the new building. The increased parapet height of
part of the new building immediately adjacent to
the Lodge enforces the feeling of enclosure at the
entrance terrace and complements the pavilion
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corner of the Tate.

The upper level (galleries) in the Clore Gallery

are planned to coincide with the existing gallery
level in the Tate, allowing an easy uninterrupted
flow of visitors between the two buildings. The
gallery floor is divided into a sequence of rooms,
smaller and larger, related to the scale and
grouping of Turner’s pictures. Daylighting is
intended through roof lanterns and we hope there
will be side windows in some galleries to allow
views of the garden and river, particularly the
diagonal views towards Vauxhall Bridge.

At the lower level non-exhibition spaces are

sited, such as lecture theatre, entrance halls, staff
facilities, paper conservation departments, plant
room etc. There is also a room for the Turner
Society, which.overlooks the garden. The new
‘schools entrance’ located to the rear of the
building serves equally the education facilities
already existing in the Tate Gallery and those to be
provided in the new building. As basement level of
the Tate Gallery is 1.00 m below ground level, and
flood level is estimated to be 1.00 m above ground
(the level at which paper conservation would
require to be located), several level changes are :
necessary in this lower floor of the new building.

Bulinga Street would be built over in the area

required for the Clore Gallery. The remainder of the
street would be retained to provide access for
coaches from John Islip Street to the schools
entrance, for servicing, and for continued vehicular
access to the Hospital buildings.
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It will be necessary to demolish two wings of
the Hospital; however the remaining buildings of
the complex could be used for temporary storage.
The number of car parking spaces displaced by
the partial closure of Bulinga Street would be re-
located in new parking areas adjoining these
buildings. With the development of subsequent
phases of the Tate Gallery expansion a new access
road from John Islip Street would be routed along
the northern boundary of the Hospital site providing
for future requirements of car parking and
servicing. A public footpath linking John Islip Street
to Millbank would run parallel with this new road.
Also a new (Museum hours only) footpath could be
routed along the line of Bulinga Street or through
the Tate Garden to Millbank.

The Clore Gallery represents the 1st phase of
development on the Queen Alexandra Hospital site
and it was necessary to locate it in a way which
would not inhibit the potential for further
development. Certain visually’ important buildings of
the Hospital complex will be preserved and .
contextually integrated with the new building for
the Tate Gallery. First, by the siting of the Clore
Gallery we retain the Lodge on Bulinga Street/
Millbank, and it would have a future use for garden
functions, tea rooms, offices etc. Second, we would
retain the Hospital entrance building, and in future
development this could overlook a sculpture
garden. Lastly we would try to retain a better part
of the Nurses’ Home which faces onto John Islip
Street. B
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